Transmanubrial osteomuscular sparing approach for sulcus superior tumours.
The authors report their initial experience with the transmanubrial osteomuscular sparing approach for resection of sulcus superior tumours. The feasibility of this technique is evaluated. Between February 2000 and March 2002 three patients with sulcus superior tumours were surgically treated using the transmanubrial osteomuscular sparing approach. The first two patients had a non-small cell carcinoma of the upper lobe. In the third patient a pathological diagnosis of a plasmocytoma of the first rib was made. In two cases the first thoracic root was resected. In two patients a complete R0 resection was achieved. However, an additional posterolateral thoracotomy was necessary in two patients because the costovertebral angle was difficult to address. In one patient final histologic examination found microscopically positive margins. We believe that the transmanubrial osteomuscular sparing technique enables us to approach and control the subclavian vessels and brachial plexus in an oncologically responsible way and permits a radical resection of tumours invading the thoracic inlet.